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@) Last night, Mom has gone somewhere and Dad returned home late, so I had to make dinner
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What do you think of when you think about your grandmothers? Many people have happy

memories of their grandmothers. Their grandmothers loved them, listened to them carefully, and gave
them toys and sweets. Sometimes, grandmothers even helped them when they had problems with their
parents. For many people, their grandmothers were a very happy part of their *childhood.

These days, *anthropologists have begun to study the *role of grandmothers. Anthropologists are
scientists who study people, societies, and cultures. They usually looked at parents and did not look at
grandparents very carefully. But now they are studying how grandmothers also *influence the
*survival rate of their grandchildren.

Many anthropologists now believe that the role of grandmothers in a family is very important
and some of them have studied grandmothers within different societies and cultures. They have found
that it is sometimes more important for a child to have a grandmother in the family than for a child to
have a father!

Dr. Ruth Mace and Dr. Rebecca Sear, anthropologists at University College in London, collected
and studied information about people in Gambia, Africa. At the time of their study, the child mortality
rate was very high. Dr. Mace and Dr. Sear looked at children who were about one to three years old.
They discovered that the *presence of the child’s father did not influence the mortality rate. ( (D ),
the presence of a grandmother made the children’s chances of dying 50 % less. These anthropologists
made another *discovery that surprised them very much. The children were only helped by the
presence of their maternal grandmother — their mother’s mother. The presence of their father’s
mother, or paternal grandmother, didn’t influence the mortality rate.

Dr. Cheryl Jamison is an anthropologist at Indiana University in Bloomington. She worked with
other anthropologists to study the *population records of a village in Japan for the period from 1671
through 1871. They found that the mortality rate for children in the village was very high. In fact,
27.5% of children died by the age of 16. They then studied girl and boy children *separately and
looked for the presence of grandmothers. Again, the anthropologists were surprised by their discovery.
Living with a grandmother didn’t make any difference in the mortality rate for girls. However, there
was a great difference in the survival rate of boys. If a maternal grandmother lived with them, boys
were 52% less *likely to die in childhood.

@ Today, many children do not live with their grandmothers. However, grandmothers still have an
important role in their grandchildren’s lives. They still love and take care of their grandchildren, and
make their lives happier, too.
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All of the children in the world love their grandmothers.

-1 Grandmothers sometimes have problems with their parents.
™J  Even today, anthropologists don’t think that grandmothers are important, so they don’t
study about them.
T Dr. Mace and Dr. Sear found that the survival rate of the children in Gambia was
influenced by the presence of their grandmother.
7 Dr. Mace and Dr. Sear discovered that the mother’s mother influenced the mortality rate.
70 These days, grandmothers don’t want to live with their grandchildren.
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Hiro has twice as many books as I do.




